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Principal’s Message

!

In San Yu Adventist School (SYAS), we believe that academic success is not the only avenue to meet the increasing needs
of our students. We constantly inculcate the school core values in our students and ensure that the values are gradually
instilled in their lives. Success does not come overnight, but we are confident in our students’ abilities. We witnessed
how perseverance, a core value of the school, paid oﬀ when our basketball team gained triumph over NUS High School
in a friendly match in April.
God is the centre of our education and that explicitly explains why Trust in God is another core value that we embrace.
We are thankful that we have an active and supportive Seventh-Day Adventist community which gives us a hand in our
outreach program to spread the gospel far and wide. Together, we can achieve our school’s vision of being a nurturing
premier Christian school developing a holistic person now and for the kingdom of God.

!

Annie Ling
Acting Principal

!ADVENTURER
!
!
!
!
! INDUCTION SERVICE
!

29 March 2014 was the 3rd Induction Day of SYAS Adventurer
Club. All pupils from Primary 1 to Primary 4 marched down the
aisle of Thomson Chinese Church at 5:00 p.m. to their
respective seats at the front of the church.

!

Many parents were there to support the occasion as they
joined in the song service led by four Helping Hands. After the
prayer, the Adventurers sang their Adventurer Song and
recited their pledge and law.

!

After a welcome speech by the Club Director, Ms Annie
Ling, Ps Bayu gave a short devotional story before the
actual service began. All new pupils who had not
been inducted into the Club came forward to receive a
‘lighted’ candle as a symbol of their induction.

!

Following the ceremony, there was a phototaking
session where many parents came forward to have
pictures taken with their children. For the evening’s
programme, the adults attended a talk given by Mrs
Debbie Chan, SAC Children Ministry Director while the
children played games led by Thomson Chinese
Church youths at the basketball court.

!

The whole event ended at around 8.30 pm. Everyone
went home tired but happy.

!

by Ivan Wee

!
!
!
!
!
!1

JULY, 2014

!
!
!
!
! Week of Prayer #1
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Week of Prayer

The Week of Prayer oﬃcially began on 31 March 2014 that
culminated with our annual Gospel Camp at the end of the
week. On Monday, students filed into chapel, eager to
meet the speakers, Ricky and Stephanie Schwartz. As
always, the chapel programme started oﬀ with a
harmonious song service. Our voices sounded especially
euphoric that day, as a greater number of students joined
in the melodious singing, keen to give thanks and show
their appreciation to God. The beautiful theme song for
this year’s Week of Prayer was the inspiring “Christ is
Enough”.

!
!
!
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Once the song service ended, a hush fell over the students
as they waited in anticipation. Ricky and Stephanie
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introduced themselves with friendly smiles. Ricky was an
excellent storyteller. Throughout the Week of Prayer, he
gave his personal testimony and shared snippets of his life
and how God worked miraculously to help and lead him.
Ricky also performed many thrilling stunts such as front
flips and back flips with gusto.
Besides sharing their faith in chapel daily, Ricky and
Stephanie also made visits to every class. Their moving
speeches and sharing really captivated our attention.
Some of my school mates participated in the grand finale The Gospel Camp. They were certainly happy campers.
I was greatly inspired by Ricky’s testimony. I learnt that we
could have faith in God to overcome our problems. I also
learnt more about the friendly and inviting Adventist
Christian community. Even though the Week of Prayer had
ended, many of us would continue to apply what we had
learnt in our daily lives.
by Amelia Yu, Sec 4-2
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! ENGLISH
GOSPEL
CAMP
!
4 to 6 April 2014

63 students went for the English Gospel Camp 2014. The
theme of the camp was “Ignite the Fire”, and was presented
by two special speakers from the United States, Ricky and
Stephane Schwarz. Over the three days, our students
enjoyed spending time with the group facilitators, who
were volunteers from the various Adventist churches in
Singapore. They played games, worshipped and prayed
together. Pastor Ricky Schwarz shared his inspiring
testimony of his journey from a Cirque du Soleil artiste to a

youth pastor today. Many students were touched by his
message, and 16 of them made the decision to commit
their lives to Christ through baptism and Bible studies. The
camp concluded with a wonderful Talent Night, where
students performed skits and songs based on Bible heroes.
We thank God for the success of the Gospel Camp!

!

by Pastor Christon Choo
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CHINESE
GOSPEL
CAMP

4 to 6 April 2014
The Chinese Gospel Camp, titled "Stay
Connected" began with a total of 78
participants. It was held at the D'Kranji Farm
Resort, a resort away from the urban and
fast-paced life of Singapore, for the
participants of this camp “to be still—and
know God”. The camp began with a series of
challenges for each family group to
promote teamwork among themselves.
Pastor James Tham, the speaker of the
camp, used diﬀerent social media tools as
analogies for his sharing to help the

participants understand how to stay connected with God. Many
responded to the appeal to join in the follow-up programmes. They had
fun in this camp with the games, messages, especially the Talent Time,
where they performed skits and displayed impressive acting skills. At the
end of the camp, many left with a yearning for more, and are looking
forward to the next camp. Till next year, stay connected!
by Pastor Tan Jia Hong

Pay It Forward @ CHUAN HOE
On 30 March 2014, San Yu Adventist School students from the Community
Service Club, the Music and Drama Club as well as the Thomson Chinese
Church Pathfinders came to help in the ‘Pay It Forward’ programme. Their
help was greatly appreciated because the Chuan Hoe Church required extra
hands to make the event possible.
‘Hangover’ performed by the Fabulous girls group consisting of three
young girls was wonderfully received.“It’s a Small World” performed by the
Music and Drama Club was a great musical that brought together diﬀerent
flavours of Mexican tunes. Besides that, Mr Chiang, who is currently
working in San Yu, sang Mandarin and Hokkien songs, which eﬀectively
engaged the audience. In addition to helping with the performances, the
Pathfinders also helped in the health screening, ushering and the game
booths. They also served dinner and interacted with the elderly.
The finale that brought the event to a close was the performance by the
Community Service Club - ‘Heal the World’ with some people waving their
hands in the air.
Students had a great experience learning community spirit and the
importance of contributing to society. Through the combined eﬀorts of San
Yu Adventist School students and Chuan Hoe Church members, the value
of care was demonstrated.
by Joyce Ng

INTRODUCING OUR NEW CLASSES

PREPARATORY PRIMARY 4
(PP4)

The Preparatory Primary 4 class is a
five-month course conducted by San
Yu Adventist School. The course
focuses intensively on Singapore’s
Primary 3 English and Math topics.
The English lessons are taught to help
students improve the four main
domains of the English language,
namely reading, speaking, listening
and writing skills.

!

The Math lessons are taught to
improve student understanding of
the main concepts in each topic.
Ample drills and practice are then
given to pupils to familiarise
themselves with the English terms
commonly used in each Math topic.
Lastly, there is a heavy emphasis on
word problems to brush up pupils’
comprehension skills. Summative
assessments, such as quizzes and
class tests, are provided for each Math
and English topic taught as well to
provide pupils an indication of their
learning progress.

!

by Choo Wei Kai
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the last man standing. Thankfully, their second game was a
slower-paced race where keeping the ping pong ball on the
spoon was just as important as speed.

!For
SYAS
SPORTS
DAY
2014
Sports Day 2014 heated up quite literally as more than 500
students, staﬀ, parents and guardians gathered for the
annual sports meet at the Toa Payoh Stadium on 14 March
2014. This year’s Sports Day saw students competing against
each other in their form classes under the blazing sun during
one of the hottest and driest periods in Singapore’s history.

!

the upper primary, their telematches involved
completing two diﬀerent obstacle courses with diﬀerent
handicaps, ranging from being blindfolded to having to hold
a tennis ball under their chin for the entire obstacle course.
This is a good example of how being ‘slow and steady’ can
indeed win the race.

!

The first game for the secondary school students featured
ten students working hand in hand to cross the field on only
five chairs. Though the process was tedious and made worse
under the blazing sun, the students were all smiles when
they finally completed the race. The second game brought
much laughter and joy to the students as they raced across
Students took the initiative to hold selections for their the field with a variety of clothing to dress their classmates
classes and practised for the events during their own free in.
time. While most students practised in school for their
events, some students went a step further and practised at All in all, the students had good stories to talk about and
Toa Payoh Stadium the day before Sports Day. In the end, share as they departed home for the March holidays.
their hard work paid oﬀ not simply because it produced
results on the field, it also brought the class together as a by Thomas Ang
unit. This can be seen from the loud cheering during the
races and the smiles on their faces regardless of the results.
The Race
Unlike 2013 where students got to play futsal and captain’s
ball, Sports Day 2014 went back to more conventional track
events featuring 50m, 100m and 4x100m baton relays from
Primary 1 to Secondary 4 levels.
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The Telematches
For Sports Day 2014, students were divided into four groups
—lower primary, upper primary, lower secondary and upper
secondary—to compete as a class for two telematches each.
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For the first telematch, it was a straight up “brawl” between
the Primary 1 and 2 students. Their goal was to eliminate all
opposition by stepping and bursting their balloons and be

Friendly Basketball Match with NUS High School
On a sweltering Monday afternoon on 14th April 2014, our school basketball team “SYAS Bears” played a friendly match
against the NUS High School basketball team at their basketball court in Clementi. Both teams played their hearts out in an
exciting and keenly-fought match. With strong team spirit and good tactical play, our team managed to surge ahead in the
second half with a score of 47-34 before the match had to come to a close due to untimely inclement weather. Despite that,
the team members were satisfied that they had fought well and displayed sportsmanship . They all look forward to a return
match soon.
by Christine Lim

Group picture of both teams after the match
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